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POLICY DOCUMENT - 2026

Policy No. F/S 32

Policy Name: RESEARCH ETHICS, ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND | Policy Category: Faculty
PLAGIARISM PREVENTION | and Student

3. Definitions:
In this policy, unless the context otherwise requires - -

* “"Academic Integrity” is the intellectual honesty in proposing, performing and reporting any
activity, which leads to the creation of intellectual property

e "Author”includes a student or a faculty or a researcher or staff of Yeshwantrao Chavan College ;
of Engineering, Nagpur, who claims to be the creator of the work under consideration
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“Principles of Research Ethics” means Honesty, objectivity, accountability, transparenc

Y,
|
fairness, respect for intellectual property and social responsibility.

"Research Integrity Framework” Researchers shall maintain accurate records, retain data
appropriately and report findings truthfully.

“Publication Ethics” Authors shall avoid duplicate publication, salami slicing,

ghost authorship |
and predatory journals.

“Authorship Policy” Authorship shall reflect significant scholarly contribution and
accountability.

 “Aland Generative Al Policy” Al tools may assist language improvement, coding and literature

exploration. Authors remain responsible for accuracy and originality. Al tools shall not be
listed as authors.

* "Data Management Policy”
Institutional requirements.

* “Conflict of Interest” All financial or professional conflicts shall be disclosed.
 “Similarity Assessment”

detection software.

* “Exclusions” References, bibliography, acknowledgements, standard equations, common
knowledge and properly quoted material are excluded.

Research data shall be stored securely and retained as per

All submissions shall be screened through approved plagiarism |

department level.

|
e “JAIP” Institutional Academic Integrity Panel shall review recommen

dations and impose
actions.

e “Penalties” shall be proportional to severity and applicable regulations.

 “"Monitoring and Review” IQAC
implementation annually.
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4. Objectives:

e To Promote ethical conduct of research, thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic integrity

and prevention of misconduct including plagiarism in academic writing among student,
faculty, researcher and staff.

To Strengthen research quality

To establish institutional mechanism through education and training to facilitate responsible
conduct of research, thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic integrity and deterrence
from plagiarism,

To develop systems to detect plagiarism and to set up mechanisms to prevent plagiarism and

punish a student, faculty, researcher or staff of the college committing the act of plagiarism.
To ensure accountability and

To Support responsible use of Al

5. Awareness Programs and Trainings (Capacity Building):

a) The Division of Research Publications shall regularly conduct sensitization seminars/
awareness programs, workshops and FDPs every year on responsible conduct of research,
thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic integrity and ethics in education for faculties and
same will be disseminated to students and scholars by the Department. Here it will be guided
to students, faculty, researcher and staff about proper attribution, seeking permission of the
author wherever necessary, acknowledgement of source compatible with the needs and

specificities of disciplines and in accordance with rules, international conventions and
regulations governing the source

b) The Division of Research Publications shall:

. Include elements of responsible conduct of research and publication ethics in Orientation
and Refresher Courses organized for faculty and staff members of the College.

[1. Establish facility equipped with modern technologies for detection of plagiarism and Train

student, faculty, researcher and staff for using plagiarism detection tools and reference
management tools.

6. Curbing Plagiarism

a. The Division of Research Publications shall declare and implement the technology based
mechanism using appropriate software so as to ensure that documents such as thesis,

dissertation, publications or any other such documents are free of plagiarism at the time of

their submission.
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b. The mechanism as defined at (a) above shall be made accessible to all engaged in research
work including student, faculty, researcher and staff etc. Every student submitting a thesis,
dissertation, or any other such documents to the college shall submit an undertaking
indicating that the document has been prepared by him or her and that the document is
his/her original work and free of any plagiarism.

c. The undertaking shall include the fact that the document has been duly checked through a
Plagiarism detection tool approved by the college.

d. Each supervisor/guide shall submit a certificate indicating that the work done by the
researcher under him / her is plagiarism free.

7. Similarity checks for exclusion from Plagiarism

The similarity checks for plagiarism shall exclude the following:
a. All quoted work reproduced with all necessary permission and/or attribution.
b. All references, bibliography, table of content, preface and acknowledgements.
c. All generic terms, laws, standard symbols and standards equations.

The research work carried out by the student, faculty, researcher and staff shall be based on original

ideas, which shall include abstract, summary, hypothesis, observations, results, conclusions and
recommendations only and shall not have any similarities.

8. Institutional Similarity Norims
e UG Projects <10 %
e M.Tech/M.E. Thesis <10 %
e PhD Synopsis <10 %
e PhD Thesis €10 %
e Journal Article <10 %
e (Conference Paper <10 %

e Book Chapter <10 %

7. Levels of Plagiarism
Plagiarism would be quantified into following levels in ascending order of severity for the purpose
of its definition:

e Level 0: Similarities upto 10%

e Level l: Similarities above 10% to 40%

e Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60%

e d.Level 3: Similarities above 60%
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the proceedings.

10. Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (IAIP)

Principal.
d. Member - One member nominated by the Management
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The Chairman of DAIP and IAIP shall not be the same. The tenure of the Committee members

including Chairman shall be three years. The quorum for the meetings shall be 3 out of 4 members
(including Chairman).

il.  The IAIP shall consider the recommendations of DAIP.
iii. The IAIP shall also investigate cases of plagiarism as per the provisions mentioned in these
regulations.
iv. The IAIP shall follow the principles of natural justice while deciding about the allegation of
plagiarism against the student, faculty, researcher and staff of the institution.

The IAIP shall have the power to review the recommendations of DAIP including penalties
with due justification.

vi. The IAIP shall send the report after Investigation and the recommendation on penalties to be

Imposed to the Principal within a period of 45 days from the date of receipt of
recommendation of DAIP/complaint / initiation of the proceedings.

vil. The IAIP shall provide a copy of the report to the person(s) against whom inquiry report is
submitted.

11. Penalties

Penalties in the cases of plagiarism shall be Imposed on students pursuing studies at the level of |
Masters and Research programs and on researcher, faculty & staff of the Institution only after
academic misconduct on the part of the individual has been established without doubt, when all

avenues of appeal have been exhausted and individual in question has been provided enough |
opportunity to defend himself or herself in a fair or transparent manner.

11.1 Penalties in case of plagiarism in submission of thesis and dissertations:

Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (IAIP) shall impose penalty considering the severity of the
Plagiarism.

1. Level 0: Similarities upto 10% - Minor Similarities, no penalty.

1. Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40% - Such student shall be asked to submit a revised script
within a stipulated time period not exceeding 6 months.

i1l. Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% - Such student shall be debarred from submitting a revised
script for a period of one year.

Iv. Level 3: Similarities above 60% - Such student registration for that programme shall be cancelled.

11.2 Penalties in case of plagiarism in academic and research publications
. Level 0: Similarities up to 10% - Minor similarities, no penalty.
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. Level I: Similarities above 10% to 40% - Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript and re-submit

after carrying out similarity checks.
[1I. Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% - Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript and shall not be
allowed to be a supervisor to any new Master's, Ph.D. Student/ scholar for a period of two years.
IV. Level 3: Similarities above 60% - Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript and shall not be allowed
to be a supervisor to any new Master's, Ph.D. Student/ scholar for a period of three years.

Note 1: Penalty on repeated plagiarism - Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript and shall be
punished for the plagiarism of one level higher than the lower level committed by him/her. In case
where plagiarism of highest level is committed then the punishment for the same shall be operative.
[n case level 3 offence is repeated then the disciplinary action including suspension/termination as
per service rules shall be taken by the Principal.
Note 2: Penalty in case where the benefit or credit has already been obtained - If plagiarism is proved
on a date later than the date of benefit or credit obtained as the case may be then his/her benefit or

credit shall be put in abeyance for a period recommended by IAIP and approved by the Head of the
Institution.

publication/thesis/dissertation by the student, faculty, researcher or staff of the Institution is
checked for plagiarism at the time of forwarding/submission.

Note 4: If there is any complaint of plagiarism against the Principal of the institution, a suitable
action, in line with these regulations, shall be taken by the Management of the Institution.

Note 5: If there is any complaint of plagiarism against the Head of Department/Authorities at the
Institutional level, a suitable action, in line with these regulations, shall be recommended by the IAIP
and approved by the Competent Authority.
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